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By tradition, the Chancellor, unlike
Ministers at the despatch box at any
other time of the year, may drink alcohol

during the Budget Speech if they wish.

Some examples:

Former Chancellor George Osborne chose to drink mineral
water. Other Chancellors have chosen mineral water
(Gordon Brown and Alastair Darling), whiskey (Kenneth
Clarke), spritzer (Nigel Lawson), gin and tonic (Geoffrey
Howe), brandy and water (Disraeli) and sherry and beaten
eqq (Gladstone).
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